
The Traunter and Philpot families 

This is a shortened version of the article by Steven Edwards published in 

the Newsletter of the Golden Valley Study Group (2019) to mark the 

restoration of this fine monument. It draws together information various 

published sources and local knowledge. 

The Traunter monument 

The monument is mounted on the north wall of the nave at Turnastone. It 

is described by Brooks & Pevsner as an “exuberant rustic tablet: twisted black 

composite columns, two allegorical figurines on the scrolled pediment, cherub’s head at the 

foot, much foliage.” An architect’s report in 2016 advised that the monument 

was affected by damp, with embedded rusting iron causing damage, with 

a risk of catastrophic collapse. A subsequent expert conservator’s report 

revealed severe corrosion of the iron fixings, cracks in the stonework of 

the monument, along with inappropriate historic repair work. The 

monument was taken down in early 2019, piece by piece, laid out on 

boards mounted on the pews, carefully cleaned, repaired, restored, 

reassembled and securely mounted back in place using stainless steel 

fixings.  

Philpot of Poston etc. 

The inscription on the monument commemorates Mary the wife of William 

Traunter of Bunsill [sic] in this county Gent, the only daughter of 

Nicholas [2] Philpot of Poston, Esq., and Penelope his wife. Mary died 26 

June 1685 aged 18. She and William had been married only 2 months 

earlier (23 April 1685) at St Nicholas, Hereford.  The inscription continues 

with a piece of romantic 17th century verse: 

The good, the faire, the witty and the Just 
Lyes crumbled here into her pristine dust 

How can we then enough her death bemoane 
In whom all virtues were comprizd alone 

Soe sweet a humour, such a grace did shine. 
Throughout her life that she was all divine. 

Propitious heaven decred yt she should prove 
The wonder of her sex in faith and love 

Then immaturely snatched her from our eyes 
Least to too high a pitch our joy should rise. 

The best of husbands here she did confess 
His friends and he made up her happyness 
And they thought all ye actions of their life 

 



A corresponding wall-mounted slab at the north-east corner of the nave, 

is inscribed, “Here lieth the body of Mary, wife of William Traunter, gent. 

who died 26 June 1685.” This must originally have been a ledger stone, 

set in the floor of the church and covering her grave. The location is now 

lost, and the stone was presumably moved during the Victorian 

renovations of 1884. 

Another ledger slab is to be found in a gloomy corner of the vestry. Its 

rather worn inscription (partly in Latin) commemorates Mary’s father, 

Nicholas [2], who predeceased her by two years: 

“In perpetuam charissimi sui coniugis memoriam Nicolai Philpot de Poston armig. Penelope 

Phillpott moereus hoc posuit Epitaphium…… Obijt 7 die mensis Junii A D 1683  

[In perpetual loving memory of her husband Nicholas Philpot of Poston, 

armiger, Penelope Phillpott sadly posts this epitaph. He died 7 June 

1683.] Beneath this place interred here doth lye to big a subject for this elegy, the churches 

patron & ye poor mans friend. His neighbours comfort in hom noe sordid end could ‘ere 

began……  

Nicholas [2] and Penelope had a son, also Nicholas [3], who was baptised 

at Vowchurch on 1st January 1672/3. He later lived in Edgeware, London, 

where he was agent and secretary to James Brydges, 1st Duke of 

Chandos. He ran unsuccessfully as MP for Hereford in 1715. His first wife, 

Mary, gave birth to their son (another Nicholas [4], baptised in St 

Nicholas, Hereford, 1st January 1695),  then his second wife (Mary 

Valmer, married in Bristol, 1700) bore him six children between 1701 and 

1709, the first five also baptised at St Nicholas, Hereford. Their third son, 

Richard Philpot, died in infancy (1704) and is buried in Turnastone 

churchyard on the east side of the church porch. Nicholas [3] died in 

1732. His will dated 1727 left his entire and substantial estate to his son 

John, Mary and ‘her heirs’, with no mention of his eldest son Nicholas [4]. 

The latter appears to have been somewhat of a rogue, although he was 

elected MP for Weobley in 1718 and 1722. He shot himself on 6th July 

1732, though whether before or after his father’s death is not known. His 

father’s will was proved on 10 July so perhaps Nicholas [4] had become 

aware that he had been cut out of it. 

Returning to Nicholas [2] Philpot (d.1683), father of Mary Traunter (née 

Philpot) and her younger brother Nicholas [3] (b.1671), he was born 

c.1646 and matriculated at Oriel College, Oxford on 14 March 1662/3 

aged 17. He was one of a large family born to his father Nicholas [1] 

(1615–1681) and Mary (née Alye). His wife Penelope (née Howard) was 

from Rudbaxton in Pembrokeshire. His father was of Poston and of 

Hereford city, gent. and was the only child of Thomas Philpot of 

Vowchurch who died 1656 aged 92.  Nicholas [1] died 9 July 1681 and 



was buried at St Mary Woolnoth in London. His will, dated 29 May 1681 

was proved 15 November that year. To his granddaughter Mary Philpot he 

left £400 for her marriage portion and settled Ploughfield Farm, Preston-

on-Wye, on her, for which he had paid £600, so that her entire fortune 

would be £1000. He left sums of money to other members of his 

extended family, while his lands and estates were left to his son 

Nicholas [2] and the heirs male of his body. Nicholas [2] died in 1683 

only two years after his father so had little time to enjoy his inheritance. 

 

Chart 1. An outline family tree of the Philpot family 

 



Thomas Philpot was married to Elizabeth Carr of Bushley, 

Worcs.,daughter of Nicholas Carr(e) and Wynefred Lygon who had 

Plantagenet ancestry. It is possible that Thomas was related to John 

Philpott ‘The Martyr’ (1516–1555), an English Protestant martyred in the 

Marian persecutions, but this link is unproven. The arms used by the 

Herefordshire family were based on those of John the martyr, but it is 

questionable whether they were entitled to bear them. The Herefordshire 

Philpotts were ‘disclaimed’ at the Visitation of Herefordshire in 1683 from 

using the arms of the Hampshire branch and had a new grant on 31 

December that year1.  Thomas left his entire estate (will 1652, proved 

1658) to his son Nicholas [1]. It is likely, though not fully proven, that 

Thomas was the son of Watkin Philpott who in his will of 1592 (proved 

1593) left 10s for repairs of Vowchurch church, plus various provisions for 

his family. His will also noted, “Whereas I received 40/- for a cheyne which I had in 

pawne for 26/8 of the parishioners of Vowchurch which I layde out for them for paynting the 

church, my executrix shall repay the sum of 13/4 which doth remain of the said 40/- to the 

parishioners towards the buying of a Communion Cup.” We may speculate whether 

this was the unusual wooden chalice, still held at Vowchurch though no 

longer in use, which has been dated to the early 17th century. 

Poston lies in Vowchurch parish, about a kilometer north of Turnastone. 

It was mentioned in the Domesday Survey: “In Wolfhay Hundred, William 

d’Ecouis holds Poscetenetune in the Stradel valley, and Ralph [holds] of him. Edwin held it. 

There are 2 hides. In demesne is 1 plough; and 2 villans with 1 plough. It was waste; 

now [worth] 5s.” The manor and estate was held through the medieval 

period by members of the Parry family. In the mid-seventeenth century it 

came into the possession of the Somerset family, descendants of Sir John 

Beaufort, Earl of Somerset, who was the eldest son of John of Gaunt, and 

therefore a grandson of Edward III. Henry Somerset (b.1629) was 

created first Duke of Beaufort by Charles II in 1682.  

Nicholas Philpot “of an opulent family of Hereford citizens,” was the lessee of 

Poston in 1673. By the end of the century the manor had reverted to the 

Somerset family. Lord Arthur Somerset (son of Henry first Duke of 

Beaufort) resided there, and was buried in Vowchurch in 1743.  

 

The Traunter family of Bunshill 

The information that follows has been extracted from John Macklin’s book, 

“History of Bishopstone & Bunshill.”  Bunshill manor is a substantial farm 

in the parish of Bishopstone, to the west of Hereford. In medieval times it 

pertained to the prioresses of Aconbury and after the dissolution of the 

 
1 Grants 3. 223-6. 



monasteries the Lordship of the manor passed to Thomas Barrell, then his 

son Richard and to Richard’s daughter Bridget Barrell. Through her 

marriage to Simon Traunter the Lordship passed into the Traunter family, 

where it remained for 5 generations until another Simon Traunter (1687–

1714) sold it to James Brydges, Duke of Chandos. From there it passed to 

the Guy’s Hospital estates and eventually, at the turn of the 21st century, 

to the Duchy of Cornwall. 

In the first decade of the seventeenth century Simon Traunter, Lord of 

Bunshill, (husband of Bridget Barrell) had a series of legal disputes with 

Richard Savaker over land holdings in the manor. Simon died in 1630 

aged 54 leaving Bunshill to his eldest son Francis, with legacies for his 

other children and for the people of Mansel Lacy. Francis provided a 

valuation of the manor through the Court of Wards and Liveries. Bunshill 

was held of the King in chief by service of one quarter of a knight’s fee. It 

comprised 10 dwellings, 90 arable acres, 60 acres meadow, 30 acres 

pasture and a 6 acre wood, with a taxable value of £4 13s. 4d. Francis 

married Elynor Evans in 1633 and by the 1650s he appeared to be in debt 

(perhaps consequent on the Civil War). He started raising money through 

mortgages on his landholdings. Elynor died c.1663, while Francis lived on 

till March 1670 and was buried at Mansel Lacy.  

Their eldest son Simon, a Hereford lawyer, inherited the manor of 

Bunshill, treating it as his country residence while he mostly lived at his 

town house in All Saints, Hereford. He married Margaret, daughter of 

Nicholas Taylor, Esq., of Presteigne, and had a successful career including 

Clerk of the Peace for Herefordshire, 1671-88. Their eldest son William 

followed his father into the legal profession. He married Mary Philpot at St 

Nicholas, Hereford on 23 April 1685 and they moved into Bunshill but as 

we have seen she died on 26 June the same year and was buried at 

Turnastone. William inherited the £400 left by Mary’s grandfather, as well 

as Ploughfield Farm, Preston-on-Wye, valued at £600. 2 

William soon remarried, to Ann Thomas of the Michaelchurch Court family 

and their son Simon Traunter was born in 1687, being only four when his 

father died in 1691 aged 28. William’s estate was valued at £580. His 

father Simon commissioned a marble memorial to him near that of his 

brothers in Mansel Lacy. Ann remarried to Thomas Duppa of Haywood 

where young Simon grew up. His grandfather Simon died in 1699, but 

young Simon could not inherit Bunshill until 1708 when he was 21. He 

also inherited Haywood, after his step-father had died in 1704. He made 

 
2 According to the law of the time, all property belonging to a woman (unless rigorously 

tied up) passed automatically to her husband on the day of her marriage. 



Haywood his home and sold the manor of Bunshill to James Brydges, 

Duke of Chandos. This Simon died in 1713 and was buried in Mansel Lacy. 

 

Chart 2. An outline family tree of the Traunter family 
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